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rather than improving." She bases this statement on a decreas- 
ing proportion without stating whether it is of doctorates, 
publications, professional memberships, professorships, or what. 
Osen's final chapter "The Feminine Mathtique " taken from 
her 1971 book of the same name (Pittsburgh, Pa., KNOW), gives 
little positive encouragement to women mathematicians nor does 
it contribute to the understanding of the historical develop- 
ment of mathematicians, as do the the eight biographical pictures 
of people who have contributed much to making the science. 
GEORGII NIKOLAEVICH NIKOLADZE. By A.N. Bogolyubov. Moscow 
("Nauka"), 1973. 166 p. 
Reviewed by Esther Portnoy 
University of Illinois 
G.N. Nikoladze (1888-1931) was one of the founders of the 
mathematics section at Tiflis, and a pioneer in the technical 
and scientific development of the Caucasus. His research was 
primarily in the area of differential and algebraic geometry, 
the major example being the dissertation "Sur les systbmes 
continus de figures geom&riques," which he wrote at the Sorbonne 
in 1927-1928 under the direction of Elie Cartan, who later 
called him a "born geometer." 
Nikoladze also worked to establish a uniform technical voca- 
bulary in the Georgian language. His interest in this dated 
from his student years and resulted in several Russian-Georgian 
dictionaries and translation projects; unfortunately, this 
biography refers only in passing to this aspect of Nikoladze's 
work. More attention is paid to his work in metallurgy, a pur- 
suit which apparently rivalled mathematics for his interest. 
The best sections of the book are those dealing with 
Nikoladze's mathematical works, particularly chapters 4 and 7. 
These are not mere summaries but quite detailed expositions, 
together with the reactions of other mathematicians. This may 
be particularly valuable since Nikoladze is apparently little 
known outside the Soviet Union. The book is less satisfying as 
biography; there is little discussion of Nikoladze's personal 
life, and some imbalance in the background material. For example, 
much more space is given to the student uprisings during 
Nikoladze's university years (19061912), although he seems to 
have been involved at most peripherally, than is given to the 
effects of the revolution and counter-revolution. 
